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Coverage Gap: Africa

L. Definition

hfrica, as used herein, refers to the continent, with the
exception of Lgypt which is integrated with the Hear and
Middle mast from sin operational standpoint, and to offshore
islands of the Indian and Atlantic Oceans.

2, Problen
To measure and assess the size and nature of Lhe
in the worldwide coverage program of FBID,
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3. Discussion
T a. hAn analysis of the program outout of virtually all
broadcasting stations and networks of Africa,
reveals that 41 countries and colonies broadcast
within the area. In them are 227 transmitters com-
nrising 85 princival networks and stations.

b. The aggregate progran output of these networls and
stations averapes close to 600 hours daily, of which
all but a negligible proportion is intended for
domestic audiences. Abhout 107 or 60 hours of +this
appears to be the type of programming normally
nonitored.

c. Although a significant proportion of monitorable
uaterial is presented in iinglish, French, Portuguese,
Duteh and Arebic, a total of 67 different languages
and dialects, mostly indigenous vernaculars is
used for domestic audiences. This would considerably
conplicate any effort to monitor a comprehensive
cross~section of African domestic broadcasts.

d. With the exception of an occasional fifteen minute
newecast from Algiers, Rabat or Tunis, and 20 minutes
daily from Omdurman, nothing of the remaining African
votenvial 1s covered by BBC/FBIS; and more than Q0%
of it cannot be adequately monitored fronm existing
locations.
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L. Conclusions

a. Although enoush monitorable material is aired in aAfrica
to constitute a workload for s major bureau, the power
and range of the transmitters involved would theoretically
split the rccessary intercept locations to a minimum of
two, N. W, Sahara and Kenya/Uganda; political, operational
and other practical considerations would brobably extend
this to three or more locations if cormrehensive coverage
vere reguired., ’

be  The relatively low productivity of ronitored coveragse,
coupled with a high degree of linguistic complexity and
lack of cormunications, would result in an inefficient
veration by nresent standards it compreliensive coverage
vere attempted.
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Recormendation

1
.

vuring Africa's presernt stage of developuent, coversge should be
confined to what 1ittle can be rroduced frow exigting monitoring
locations until such tine as requirenents grow to the point where
an intercept post for one of the two basic areas is required, il.c.
Horth and West Africa, or fast, Central and South Africa. lean-
while, any urgent requirements which develop should be met on an
ad hoc basis as costs Justifly,
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